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Do Dakzai, Matzai, and Gamzai in Cantonese Belong
to the Same Family?

Sze-Wing TANG

Abstract The goal of this article is to explore the grammatical properties of three
postverbal elements, namely dakzai, matzai, and gamzai, in Cantonese and compare their
similarities and differences. | argue that dakzai is a suffix attached to adjectival predicates whereas
both matzai and gamzai are preverbal adverbs underlyingly. The postverbal word order of matzai
and gamzai is derived by verb movement/predicate-raising on the surface.

Key words Cantonese, suffix, postverbal adverb, movement
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