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The Synchronic Aspect of Ciudjyu5 as the Language of Digital Native
-- The Conceptual Metaphor in Digital Native Cantonese

lan Castor CHOW

Department of Chinese, Translation and Linguistics
City University of Hong Kong
cichow@cityu.edu.hk

The emergence and dissemination of Ciu4jyu5 is particularly manifested in discourses
of the Digital Native (Palfrey and Gasser, 2008), the generation who was born and
grown up in the information age where personal computers, internet access, animation
and gaming are daily life experiences. Besides the knowledge and Kkill in using the
technologies, the use of language has been found obviously different between the
digital native and the digital immigrant. This has shed lights on accounting to the
synchronic aspect of Hong Kong Ciu4jyub.

Most studies related to language of digital native are focused on CMC in emails,
instant messages, blogs and SNS and in terms of keyboard enhanced contractions and
emoticons. Gaming, though, is an essential feature of digital native but is less
highlighted since its primary function is not a platform of communication. This study
investigates gaming as one of the source domains of Hong Kong Ciu4jyu5 with a
synchronic and conceptual metaphor (Lakoff and Johnson, 1980, 2003) account.

Several Ciu4jyu5 have been acknowledged as vocabularies imported from the domain
of gaming, for example JF f%(watlgeil), 7} le(singllel) and fH%(sand4kapl). By texts
collected from a popular blogging website in Hong Kong, www.xanga.com, this study
identifies a list of widely used gaming domain lexicons for instances Eg&#k(daanltiul),
Pk 1% (tiulgeil), #b #% (miu3saat3), KO(keiloul), #& 4 (ciulbitl), ) #& £
(bitlsaat3geib), :% round(joengbwaangl), #7 K f%(daa2daai6lou2) and Game Over
(gemloulfaad). These gaming vocabularies, though, may not be or yet to be
acknowledged as Ciu4jyu5 and some are not neologies, they are commonly used
"Digital Native Cantonese" in online blogging discourses.

This study derives a conceptual metaphor Social COMPETITION IS GAMING and in
further EXAMINATION IS GAMING which are manifested by Ciu4jyu5, taking Ciu4jyu5
as a metaphorical expression. The study also explores the structural and ontological



mappings between the domains.

The prevailing use of Ciu4jyu5 is supported by the common ground knowledge
among the user and GAMING is a daily life experience to the digital native but not the
digital immigrant. Rich knowledge and experience of the source metaphor domain
enhances such style of language use unconsciously and habitually. Diachronically,
digital immigrant thus, though may be able to interpret the meaning, are less likely to
apply the style. Extraordinary interpretation may perhaps be construed by those with
insufficient digital native source domain knowledge.
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