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Lin, Huayong & Ma, Zhe, Grammaticalization of Speak Word: based on Jiang (say) in

Lianjiang Dialect in Guangdong

Jiang(say) in Lianjiang dialect has grammaticalied to be four markers: self reporting,
non-self reporting, complementizer, and topic. Based on describing Lianjiang dialect, and
taking other Chinese dialects and languages into consideration, the author discusses ways and
functions of speak words’ grammaticalization, and emphasizes that semantic category should

be paid more attention to.

Key words: speak meaning, grammaticalization, evidential modality, complemaritizer, topic

10



