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Key words: Sanskrit-Chinese comparative analysis, topic-shift marker, typological correspondence

GU Feng, From saying verb to sentence-final particle; The grammaticalization of yun (=)
in Archaic Chinese

As a sentence-final particle in Archaic Chinese, yun(z) is a hearsay evidential marker, and
often carries the speaker’s dubitative attitude. It evolved from the saying verb yun in the-construction
of “passage being quoted ( + NP) + yun”. The grammaticalization of yun ( z5) is cognitively
motivated by the mechanism of figure salience. * Saying > quotative > hearsay > noncommittal >
dubitative” is a cross-language path of grammaticalization.
Key words: yun, sentence-final particle, saying verb, figure salience, grammaticalization path

FU Yiqin, ZHAO Jiadong, The source and grammaticalization of the temporal adverb
zhengzai ( IE7E)

There are two possible sources for the temporal adverb zhengzai: (1) the consituciion “zheng
(IE) + zai (7£) + VP + zhishi ( Z i} )” omitting the icmporal phrase cfishi; (2) the
construction “zheng + [zai + O] pp + VP” omitting the lucztive noun O. The paper offers a
finding that the construction (a) “zhengzai + VP” bears closer relationship witn (b) “zheng + zai
+ VP + zhishi” , rather than with (¢) “zheng r [zai + O] np + VP”. It finally elucidates the
grammaticalization of zhengzai in comparison with another temporal adverb zhengdang (1EY).
Key words:; zhengzai, sheng, zhengdang, srammaticalization, analogy

£y

FENG 1i, Irorn maiv predicate to aspect particle; A case study of “V kuai (1)” in the
northern Wu dialects

This paper discusses the motivations, course and characteristics of the grammaticalization of the
postverbal aspect particle kuai from the original main predicate in “V kuai” in the northern Wu
dialects. It proves that kuai is a particle grammaticalized from an adjective denoting immediate
future aspect in the sentence-final position, instead of a postverbal adverb. Although it is peculiar in
its grammaticalization that the original form is not the V2 in a serial verbs construction, it is
nonetheless in accordance with the general rules of grammaticalization.
Key words: main predicate, aspect particle, grammaticalization, northern Wu dialects

WANG Yunlu, A preliminary study on the prosodic motivation in the formation of some
disyllabic words

It is a principle of using Chinese words to consider the syllabic equity and harmony on condition
that clarity in expression has been ensured. The diametric quadrasyllabic structures in Chinese meet
the requirement of prosodic harmony. This accounts for the facts that in Archaic Chinese such
structures served as basic sentence patterns and that in some cases three synonymous words were
bound altogether to form a diametric structure. Within the quadrasyllabic structure, re-syncopation
under prosodic motivation is one of the mechanisms to form disyllabic words.
Key words: quadrasyllabic structure, meter, prosody, syncopation

SU Baorong, On the size, hierarchy, blending and variation of morphemes

Morpheme is the smallest unit for syntactic forms as well as semantic structures, playing an
important role in semantics and particularly in Chinese lexicology. However, the understanding of its
characteristics and the analyses of its functions and variations are still vague and too general.
Morphemic analysis is the key in distinguishing disyllabic or polysyllabic simple words ( mainly
binomes) and compound words ( mainly compounds) and also in understanding the meaning of
compound words. Two points deserve notice in analyzing morphemes: (1) the size and hierarchy of
morphemes; (2) the blending and variations of morphemes in forming compounds.
Key words: morpheme, size and hierarchy, blending and variation @
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